L™
/ussgtsw
cssso £6/UK£4.50

(Willding * Zhong,Biao * Museum’
= On The Seam * Anjolie Ela Menon *
Manila’s Vargas Museum *

* Mario Venancio Agustin
Parial * Reviews * * Auction

0" "74820°64610" "¢



94 ASIAN ART NEWS

Charles LaBelle at the
Hong Kong Museum of
Medical Sciences

oth the artworks and

installation of Buildings

Entered unite the prima-
ry concerns of the Hong Kong-
based artist Charles LaBelle,
those being the relationship
between architecture and the
human body. Housed in the
Hong Kong Museum of Medical
Sciences by the unconvention-
ally mobile gallery MobArt, the
exhibition comprises of two
hundred architectural drawings
made by the artist as part of
an ongoing project since 1997.
Buildings Entered is a bio-
graphical and diarized account
of every building the artist has
entered since undertaking what
is a lifetime project. The work
consists of over 11,000 drawings
and naturally new drawings are
added nearly every day.

The exhibited selection
focuses on drawings of build-
ings where the body is treated
and mistreated, such as hospi-
tals, sex shops, funeral homes,
hotels, and massage parlors.
Each exterior is rendered as a
pencil sketch upon an individual
page removed from the French
philosophy book, Corpus, by

Jean-Luc Nancy. The French

philosopher’s masterpiece takes
as its subject the body as a site of
philosophical interest through-
out the ages and presents a case
for understanding the body as
a place of social, philosophical,
physical, and cultural combina-
tions. The artist applies gesso
to the printed page, obscuring,
but not entirely deleting, the
text but also carefully leaving
unaffected a small section that
seems pertinent to his draw-
ing and underlines it for the
viewer’s attention.

Sometimes the combina-
tions of words and image are
witty, such as the highlighted
passage “incurable madness”
next to a drawing of a wrecked
rehabilitation center for teenag-
ers (Corpus II 059) recorded
in July 2009. At other times,
the relationship is more direct
such as a drawing from April
1998 of an adult video store
on a page where the words
“An absolutely exposed subject”
are visible (Corpus II 049). In
other instances the relationship
between image and text is less
obvious such as “This is the
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world of world-wide departure”
next to which is a drawing of
London’s infamous Groucho
Club (Corpus1039) dating from
November 2001.

Despite the strict regime
of drawing that the artist has
imposed upon himself, the
creativity of the enterprise is not
compromised. LaBelle’s draw-
ings maneuver their way on to
the page differently each time
and each is executed quickly but
thoughtfully. A few of the draw-
ings could well stand up on their
own, for instance the charming
representation of a typical Hong
Kong tenement building, de-
crepit but stubbornly standing.
Furthermore, the artist presents
poignant combinations of build-
ings in his installation such as
a church displayed next to an
adult theater or a hospital and a
funeral parlor, which reinforces
the artist’s consideration of the
cyclical and paradoxical nature
of the body, and thus of human
existence.

LaBelle’s exhibition with
MobaArt is potent in its juxtapo-
sitions. The artist deftly builds
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Charles LaBelle, Corpus [085] Hong Kong Museum of Medical

Sciences, pencil on paper.

JULY/AUGUST 2010



EXHIBITION REVIEWS

a strong relationship between
the body and architecture by
his choice of buildings, which
is dramatized by the execu-
tion of these drawings upon
Nancy’s key work in the field
and by the installation of the
works in a location that further
underscores his universal and
yet singular theme. LaBelle has
both literally and metaphori-
cally created a body of work,
one that continues to expand
both physically and in meaning
every day.

Kate Bryan
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