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There are many different paths that one could take to
become an illustrator but I believe, like with so many other
r/!ings; passion and a strong interest are essential elements to
stay motivated to continue the pursuit.

By bazaor statt

We wished to kick-start 2015 with a bit of
‘whimsy, and our cover image by Hong Kong-
based lllustrator, Amiml Cheng, dellvered
us with the perfect dose. Amimi believes
that Illustrations transcend languages and
cultural barrlers, and sees her work as a form
of communication. While this bazaar team Is
precisely located 6,632 Kilometers away from
Hong Kong, a closer look Into Amimi's work
reveals that art knows no race or country. We
Instantly connected with the characters she
talentedly conveys; every person she carefully
drew has o story, and every story con be
interpreted differently.

Born and raised in Hong Kong, the talented
illustrator has showcased her works in her
hometown, the US, Canada, China, Taiwan, and
now Kuwait, Upon graduating from the Savannah
College of Art and Design (SCAD) in the U.S.,
she embarked on her illustrative journey and
never looked back. Amimi currently works as a
freelance illustrator, and is also an art teacher.
She considers music as her companion while
she works, and enjoys listening to classical
and instrumental genres o5 well as movie
soundiracks. When she's not working, she seeks
inspiration in the art of the casual conversation:
Amimi believes that a simple meetup with
friends at a coffee shop, for instance, can spark
interesting ideas for her illustrations. Get to
know the hatoving, vintage collecting. illustrator
in this exclusive interview!

When did you first become interested in art and
Blustrating?

Since | was In kindergarten, | have been
troubling my parents with my interest in drawing.
1lied 1o draw everywhere - on the walls at home,
my toys, clothes and even on my face, hands and
legs. | considered draming as a hobby, not as a
potential future carcer, until | graduated from
high school. | got a valuable chance to meet with
creative directors from big advertising agencies
and showed them my portfoko. | was surprised
yet felt enlightened, a5 all of the creative directors
1 met suggested to me that | should consider
becoming an ilustrator.

How has your work progressed since you first
‘embarked on your Hlustrating career?

At the very beginning, | simply wanted to
express my negative emotions through drawing. As
my desire to communicate with audiences grew, |
expanded the subject matter to everyday ife, My
ilustration work focuses more on reflecting human
relationships, values and trends in society, as well
as my imagination world.

‘What inspires your work?

A ot of my works are inspired by personal
experience. The “east meots west” culture in Hong
Kong has heavily influenced my values and belicfs,
as well as my art style. The constant interactions
and behaviors between different people have
always coptivated and have driven me to b
observant of my surroundings, which in time has
inspired much of my work.

What do you wish to communicate through your
work?

Theough my illustrations | want to inspire and
motivate audiences 10 reevaluate and rethink
their Iives, especially their relationships with their
families, friends and the loved ones. | believe
that in modern society we spend 100 much time
pursuing our carcers, achieving our goals, making
money and we tend to forget about the importance
of communicating with the people #10und you.

Can you tell us about the story behind the
lustration, “Circle of Stories™?

Iwas invited by the MobArt Gallery (Hong Kong)
1o create wall art, on site, under the theme “Circle
of " that was part of a program called
‘Detour 2014°, At first, | did not have a solid idea
for my artwork 30 | simply started to depict the
people who passed by the hallway, who stopped
by and watched frry drawing process and pecple
Who | had conversation with. They are local people,
tourists, famikies, elderlies, artists, designers,
students, etc. Throughout the five days of working
on site, | heard many interesting storles and point
of views about life from different people. | believe:
everyone has his/her uniue experience and
stories to tell, The final illustration included a total
01270 people. 50 | named i *Circle of 270 stories™.

What are some of the exhibitions that you
have participating In, and can you tell us more
about the experience?

Mary years ago, | was told “Great work can
lead you around the world”. Those [continued...]
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1t Mustrateed for Chless M Autrn Feathasl
[.-continued] words were so eye opening for me. 1t
mads me treasu opportunty that | had to
share my work wih the pubic. | am honored st
1y work got sccspted 0 the Society of llustraters
Student  Scholarship  Exibition in New  York
Ksahshung Desgn Festya in Tswan snd the Warkd
Animl Day Exnibition Tour 2014 n Hong, Korg, The
huge amount of exposire for my work opened up
marny doors. for me. | forl both excted and nervous
every tme because Budences mght gve me en
instant reaction; the teason before you oo
their comenents., be [t pOSItvE OF MEGSLYE, s never
soemething you get used 1o, | am gratefis to kave met
80 msny peopiE from difterent countries who share

e

the cormmon interest and pession M &t thiough
participatg n eshibitons,
‘Wit does 1 take to become an ilustrator? Would you
sy that it is bosed on purs talent alons or practice?
There are many difforent paths that one cou'd
take to become an lluststor but | betieve, fike
with 50 mary other thirgs; passion and 3 strong
tisl elements to sty motivated
to cantaue the pursuit in becoming an ilustrator,
Its Impartant to contnuous’y creste new work
share this work via socal meda sad activ

Interest s es

SUBMT your work to COmpettions and publicstians
to reach out ta potental clients. | wou

also say
that becoming an “ustratar s not caly based ca

KV 3.
“Witer Thme. watercolor and color pencil an paps

Dure talent. but constant practice is slso impartant
to deelop one’s talent and make improvements.
What are some of your goals In fifo and your
career in ilustration?

It has aways been a dream of mane 1 become
5 chidien’s baok author and lustratoe | hoge that
one day | can travel awound the world with just my
shetchbiock snd denng t00ls 10 intendew peope
| meet on my journey, cellecting stories from their
ves arid reterng tham through my llustrations.
What's the best advice that you could give to an
up and coming creative wishing to have & career
as an ilustrator?

1 had 3 hard time in finding my Sustration sty'e

Aenimi Chong

and was atvad to steg out of my comfort 20ne 10
accent challenges, However, | soon realized that
versonal style cames when you da fiot lnit yourses
and warry sbout how others. thik sbout you.
don't be shy to share your work an sacal media

and showcasng your work t et shows, becsuse
you will nevar know who would be nterested i your
work unitil you try! Be prosctive snd stey sositive!
Finally, you saem to roally fike hats. Is there
reason behind this?

My hiar is raturally curh dry and frizzy 2% the tire
04 1 tskES e 101 of tine 1 take cre of t before
| g0 cut. When | got into University, | stacted to lose
D8tence in tng care af it because the aes gnments

and wark oocuped moss of my time, To resahve this, |
started to wear hats. t vais frst for srmcteal reasons,
it now | hawe totally flen n love wth hats. | began
16 collect @fferent styles of hite and wesr D for
different oocasions. My obsession with hats has also
afluenced my illustrsticos.

For imore Information about Amimi Cheng.
g0 to amimicheng.com or check out ber biog
thegirlintheorsugehat.blogspot.com. Follow  her
on Instagram @AmimL.Cheng and on Faccbook:
Amim} Cheng llustration. ‘Thrle of Stories’ phote
serfes photographed by Brian Nim. Amimi Cheng's
personal photo by Simon Lel
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