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An award-winning freelance photographer based in London
and Hong Kong, he began his photography career as a
contributor and photo editor for a student weekly at Oxford
University. With an MA in Experimental Psychology, Ryan is
also a mental health researcher at University College London.
His work is represented by Alamy and has been published in
various psychology and mental health textbooks.
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Currently based in New York, LaBelle received his bachelor

of fine arts at UCLA in 1988. His practice embraces and often
combines a variety of media, including photography, video,
drawing, sculpture as well as action-based and site-specific
works. Intellectually rigorous and often poignant, Charles
LaBelle’s work is devoted to investigating the interrelatedness
of place and subjectivity.
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Throughouthistory, urbanisation hasbeen about
creating opportunities for mankind, amalgam-
ating human and material resources to further
civilisation. No longer is one limited to living
the way of life as solely dictated by one’s natural
surroundings, without the necessity to hunt or
farm; in the city, the opportunities are endless. |
see the city as an ecosystem, an entity that lives
and breathes. A better city should be adaptive to
technological and social changes, constantly cre-
ating and re-creating, and continuing to provide
opportunities for work, rest, play and interaction
for all its inhabitants.
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How do we lead a better life? Another similar set of questions that
I ask myselfis: What would cities and architecture look like if they
weren't for sale? If capitalism played no part in their construction?
What kinds of buildings would people build for themselves if their
only goal were to create spaces that made us happy, comfortable
and our lives easier? I don’t have an answer and can’t imagine
what a place like this might look like. But I am sure that it would
look nothing like our cities today.

HSBC Headquarters — Norman Foster
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Dancing House — Frank Gehry

Sagrada Familia _ Antonio Gaudi
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