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Charles LaBelle

_ Buildings Entered project involves the

documentation of every building he has
physically entered since he began it.

- “Basically, the project for me is the
moment before | go into a new building,

 when! force myself to stop and go

Charles LaBelle has degreesinfilmand
 artfrom the University of California at
Los Angeles, and has worked in a variety .
of mediums such as film, vi
photography, and installati
performance art. But since 2007, whea ‘
he moved from the US to Hong Kong,
the 46-year-old artist has focused his
attention on a single project that he
began 10 years ago - one he says will be
finished only when he dies. Itsend-
products are pencil drawings of
buildings, including the one where his
works will goon exhibiti tomof‘

| fand larger historical

across the street and look at the
building I'm about to enter. And it's that
moment of contemplation, a moment of
awareness of myself being in the wor!d,

moapostmn othestructure ..thatl

g mommt, I writedmm
the time and location of the building and
all that information goes into what | call
thearchive.” .

 Fromthe almostlz 000 entries m
his Buildings Entered archive, LaBelle
(right) selected over 200 to render into

drawings for the show at the Hong Kong

Museum of Medical Sciences, with an
! !ocatmn and the buiidmg’s

(The structure formerly was home to the
Pathological Institute.)

“A lot of the drawings in the show
could come from any place I've been -
where | had my hair cut, the dentist’s

[EpUE—430 A

A

~oU15q Ul SISISUOD

office, doctor’s office, massage places,
optometrists - some very banal, boring
kind of places!”

Among buildings outside Hong Kong
LaBelle has drawn are the now- ,
demolished Ambassador Hotel in Los
Angeles (above), where Robert F.
Kennedy, brother to the late president,
was assassinated in 1968, and an old

~pubin Whitechapel in London, where
Jack the Ripper and a number of his

victims reportedly had what turned out

- to be their final drinks. The artist has

drawn the buildings on the pages of his

_favourite book, Corpus - Latin for body -

by the French thinker Jean-Luc Nancy.
Even while his project “takes place in
daily life”, “if abuildinghasan =~
interesting story, 'll go out of my way to
find it,” La Belle says. For example, in

’ 2006 he made a specla{ trip to Sicily,

Aleister Crowley and his disciples. “Iit
was very hard to find this building. It had
been abandoned and was totally

- overgrown. When | found it, it was

completely boarded up. | had to break in

- because, of course, my project only

works if | can physically get inside!”
Then there are the buildings that

stick out for other reasons altogether

like San Francisco’s Coit Tower. Named

for a wealthy woman who was

considered the mascot of San Francisco

firefighters, it is a monument to tfie

_ city's firefighters and it looks like a giant

nozzle of a fire hose on top of a hill. “You
can see it all over San Francisco - but, of
course, it’s also a phalius”.
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